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PROCESSIONAL



THE BIDDING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the 
angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, 
and the babe lying in a manger.

Therefore let us read and mark in holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the fi rst 
days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this holy Child.
But fi rst, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among all his 
people; for unity and brotherhood within the church he came to build, and especially in this, our own 
community.

And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, the poor and helpless, the 
cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the 
aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by 
sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a 
greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made fl esh, 
and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one forevermore.

These prayers and praises let us humbly off er up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ 
himself hath taught us:

THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



THE BIDDING CAROL



FIRST LESSON FROM GENESIS 3:8–19
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise, and that the Woman’s seed will bruise the serpent’s head.



SECOND LESSON FROM GENESIS 22:15–18
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.



THIRD LESSON FROM ISAIAH 9:1–7
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.



FOURTH LESSON FROM ISAIAH 11:1–9
The peace that Christ will bring is fore-shown.



FIFTH LESSON FROM THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 1:26–38
The angel Gabriel salutes the virgin Mary..



SIXTH LESSON FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 1:18–23
Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus.



SEVENTH LESSON FROM THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 2:8–16
The shepherds go to the manger.



EIGHTH LESSON FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 2:1–11
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.



NINTH LESSON FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 1:1–14
John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

(Lighting of candles)



NATIVITY PRAYER OF ST. AUGUSTINE

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Thy only Son, 
Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive Him for our Redeemer, so we may with sure 
confidence behold Him, when He shall come to be our Judge; who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen.

B E N E D I C T I O N

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant you the 
fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.

 Amen. 

Let the just rejoice, 
 For their Justifi er is born.

Let the sick and infirm rejoice, 
 For their Saviour is born.

Let the captives rejoice, 
 For their Redeemer is born.

Let slaves rejoice, 
 For their Master is born.

Let free men rejoice, 
 For their Liberator is born.

Let all Christians rejoice, 
 For Jesus Christ is born.


