TENEBRAE: A SERVICE OF SHADOWS

G O O D F R I DAY

April 2, 2021

The service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or “shadows,” has been practiced by the church
since medieval times. Once a service for the monastic community, Tenebrae later became an important
part of the worship of the common folk during Holy Week. We join Christians of many generations
throughout the world in using the liturgy of Tenebrae.
Tenebrae is a prolonged meditation on Christ’s suﬀering. Readings trace the story of Christ’s passion, music
portrays his pathos, and the power of silence and darkness suggests the drama of this momentous day.
As lights are extinguished, we ponder the depth of Christ’s suﬀering and death. After this seventh candle is
extinguished, a bell will toll seven times to represent the fullness of Christ’s sacriﬁce for us. Then, a strepitus
(Latin for “great noise”) is made, symbolizing the great earthquake at the time of his death (Matthew 27)
and his resurrection (Matthew 28:2). The earthquake represented the removal of the Old Creation and the
beginning of the New (see Rev. 16:17–21).
Then, the Christ candle is relit, and through the return of the small but persistent ﬂame, we anticipate the
joy of His ultimate victory over sin and death.
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the LORD Jesus Christ.
 Amen!

PA S T O R G R E E T S
C O N G R E G AT I O N
RESPONDS

Blessed be the name of the LORD our God,
 Who redeems us from sin and death
For us and for our salvation, Christ became obedient unto death, even
death on a cross.
 Blessed be the name of the LORD!

PRAYER OF INV OCATION

The solemn reproaches of the cross

have given me gall and left me to thirst, and
you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

O my people, O my church, what have I
done to you, or in what have I offended you?
Answer me. I led you forth from the land
of Egypt and delivered you by the waters of
baptism, but you have prepared a cross for
your Savior.

 Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
I gave you a royal scepter, and bestowed the
keys to the kingdom, but you have given me
a crown of thorns. I raised you on high with
great power, but you have prepared a cross
for your Savior.

 Lord, have mercy on us.
I led you through the desert forty years, and
fed you with manna: I brought you through
tribulation and temptation, and gave you
my body, the bread of heaven, but you have
prepared a cross for your Savior.

 Lord, have mercy.
I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you, and
you close your hearts to the Counselor. I
pray that all may be one in the Father and
me but you continue to quarrel and divide.
I call you to go and bring forth fruit, but
you cast lots for my clothing, and you have
prepared a cross for your Savior.

 Lord have mercy.
What more could I have done for you that I
have not done? I planted you, my chosen and
fairest vineyard, I made you the branches of
my vine: but when I was thirsty, you gave me
vinegar to drink and pierced with a spear the
side of your Savior, and you have prepared a
cross for your Savior.

 Lord, forgive us our sins.
I came to you as the least of your brothers
and sisters; I was hungry and you gave me
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no
drink, I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not clothe
me, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me, and you have prepared a cross for your
Savior.

 O Lord, forgive us our sin.
I went before you in a pillar of cloud, and you
have led me to the judgment hall of Pilate.
I scourged your enemies and brought you to
a land of freedom, but you have scourged,
mocked, and beaten me. I gave you the
water of salvation from the rock, but you
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CORPORATE CONFESSION
 O Savior of the world, who by your cross and precious blood has redeemed us: Save us and
help us, we humbly ask you, O Lord. Forbid, O God, that we should forget, amid our earthly
comforts, the pains and mortal anguish that our Lord Jesus endured for our salvation. Grant us
this day a true vision of all that he suffered, in his betrayal, his lonely agony, his false trial, his
mocking and scourging, and the torture of death upon the cross. As you have graciously given
yourself utterly for us, may we give ourselves entirely to you, O Jesus Christ, our only Lord and
Savior. Amen.
Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:
 Yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities;
 The chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way;
 And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
 ALL: Lord, have mercy upon us.

SCRIPTURE READING
Hebrews 10: 1–7

For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things,
can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those
who approach perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers,
once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a
reminder of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take
away sins. Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did
not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You
had no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come—In the volume of the book it is written
of Me—To do Your will, O God.’ ”... By that will we have been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
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T H E S H A D O W O F B E T R AYA L
Matthew 26:20–25

When evening had come, He sat down with the twelve. Now as they were eating, He said,
“Assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me.” And they were exceedingly sorrowful,
and each of them began to say to Him, “Lord, is it I?” He answered and said, “He who dipped
his hand with Me in the dish will betray Me. The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written
of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good
for that man if he had not been born.” Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and
said, “Rabbi, is it I?” He said to him, “You have said it.”
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THE SHADOW OF THE AGONY OF SPIRIT AND ARREST
Matthew 26:36–50

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here
while I go and pray over there.” And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.” He went a little farther
and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from
Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” Then He came to the disciples and found
them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and
pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again,
a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away
from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” And He came and found them asleep again, for
their eyes were heavy. So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying
the same words. Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of
sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.” And while He was still speaking,
behold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from
the chief priests and elders of the people. Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying,
“Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him.” Immediately he went up to Jesus and said,
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you come?”
Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and took Him.
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THE SHADOW OF DENIAL
Matthew 26:69–75

Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying, “You also
were with Jesus of Galilee.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what
you are saying.” And when he had gone out to the gateway, another girl saw him and said
to those who were there, “This fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth.” But again he denied
with an oath, “I do not know the Man!” And a little later those who stood by came up and
said to Peter, “Surely you also are one of them, for your speech betrays you.” Then he began
to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” Immediately a rooster crowed. And
Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will
deny Me three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly.
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THE SHADO W OF ACCUSATION
Matthew 27:11–14, 20–29

Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, “Are You the King
of the Jews?” Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” And while He was being accused by the
chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear
how many things they testify against You?” But He answered him not one word, so that the
governor marveled greatly.
But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas
and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said to them, “Which of the two do you
want me to release to you?” They said, “Barabbas!” Pilate said to them, “What then shall I
do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!” Then the
governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried out all the more, saying, “Let
Him be crucified!” When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult
was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent
of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.” And all the people answered and said, “His
blood be on us and on our children.” Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had
scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus
into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him. And they stripped Him
and put a scarlet robe on Him. When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His
head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
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THE SHADOW OF CRUCIFIXION AND HUMILIATION

Matthew 27:31–43

And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him,
and led Him away to be crucified. Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon
by name. Him they compelled to bear His cross. And when they had come to a place called
Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink.
But when He had tasted it, He would not drink. Then they crucified Him, and divided His
garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: “They
divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.” Sitting down, they
kept watch over Him there. And they put up over His head the accusation written against
Him: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then two robbers were crucified with
Him, one on the right and another on the left. And those who passed by blasphemed Him,
wagging their heads and saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” Likewise the chief priests
also, mocking with the scribes and elders, said, “He saved others; Himself He cannot save.
If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.
He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son
of God.’ ”

REFORMATION CO VENANT CHUR CH

|

14

|

G O O D F R I D AY, A P R I L 2 , 2 0 2 1

REFORMATION CO VENANT CHUR CH

|

15

|

G O O D F R I D AY, A P R I L 2 , 2 0 2 1

THE SHADO W OF DEATH
Matthew 27:45–54

Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. And about
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is,
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Some of those who stood there, when they
heard that, said, “This Man is calling for Elijah!” Immediately one of them ran and took a
sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink. The rest
said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.” And Jesus cried out again
with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were
opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out
of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many. So
when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and
the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

Almighty God, who forsook Your Son upon the cross in Your judgment upon our sin and
guilt, grant us, upon hearing His cry, the grace to acknowledge and understand the depth of
His agonies on our behalf. Grant us to know and believe; that because of His suffering and
atonement, we will never be forsaken, and that He is present with us even to the end of the
age. For the sake of Jesus Christ who bore our sins in His own body on the tree.
 O Lord, hear our prayer.

*EARTHQUAKE*
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THE SHADOW OF BURIAL
Matthew 27:57–60
Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to him. When Joseph had taken the
body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out
of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed.
*THE CHRIST CANDLE IS REMOVED*

O Lord, shine your light in our darkness; and by your great mercy defend us from all perils
and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
*THE BELL TOLLS SEVEN TIMES*

*THE CHRIST CANDLE IS RESTORED*
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BENEDICTION:

Almighty God, look with mercy on your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing
to be betrayed and given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross; who
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
 Amen

A F T E R A M O M E N T O F M E D I TAT I O N, P L E A S E L E AV E I N S I L E N C E
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